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EWING COMMUNITY GARDENS 

October 17, 2012 

Minutes 

The October meeting of the Ewing Community Gardens was called to order by Mary Jane Leach at 7:00 

p.m.  Present were: 

 

Mary Jane Leach  

Charlie McDonough 

Jeanette Spann (Senior Center representative) 

Ted Forst (Senior Center representative) 

Joanne Mullowney 

Lisa Feldman 

Cathie Swango 

Kellie Fang 

Stacy Svendor-Papp 

Beverly Papp 

Frank Haines 

Caroline Steward 

AGENDA 
Mary Jane started off the meeting with brief introduction from the Green Team/Community Gardening Committee 

representatives.    Each Green Team member introduced themselves and explained their interest in promoting community 

gardening in Ewing. 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Attendees also briefly introduced themselves, giving their gardening experience, including whether they already garden at 

the Whitehead Road Extension location, and reasons for attending this meeting. 

SURVEY 
Community Gardens Organizers had created a survey to help gage the interests of attendees and see what issues that 

they felt needed to be addressed.  Joanne explained the purpose and passed the survey around and asked attendees to 

fill it out.   

GROUP DISCUSSION 
Joanne began a discussion of the history of community gardening in Ewing and Frank, being a long term participant, was 

able to contribute quite a bit.  Ewing has been providing land for members of the community to garden on for 15 – 20 

years.  Early community gardens were sited at Green Lane until The College of New Jersey purchased the property.  For a 

time after that, the gardens were located at the Municipal Center, in the area where there are currently soccer fields.  The 

current site – Whitehead Road Extension – has been in use for approximately a dozen years.   

A discussion was held to discover what the participants were looking for by becoming part of a community gardens 

organization, the issues that we face.  Our lone current community garden participant spoke very favorably of the 

conditions at Whitehead Road.  He was pleased that water was plentiful, always a major issue at a garden site, and has 

been able to retain his own plots over the years.  He only briefly mentioned two issues, pilfering of the gardens by two 

and four-legged thieves, and abandonment of plots, which left some plots unkempt.  There is no organization of 

gardeners there but the atmosphere is quite collegial with participants willing to help each other with suggestions.   
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Quite a few of the comments related to education.  Most of the attendees were looking to further their gardening 

knowledge, whether just in general terms, or learning more about composting, vegetable gardening, canning/preserving…     

Another resident spoke to the issue of organics –knowing that the site/soil is healthy as well as the gardening practices.  

Lisa spoke about building community - gardeners who would have good times while learning and sharing.   

SIGN UP SHEETS 
Sign-up sheets were passed around to see if attendees were asked if they were interested in working on any of the three 

initiatives identified for the group to date: (1) working on the Senior Demonstration Garden, (2) working to improve and 

expand Whitehead Road, and (3) working to Local Food Planning and Education.  Attendees were most enthusiastic and 

generous in their signups.    

SUMMARY 
A first opportunity for gardening education was announced.  On Saturday, November 3

rd
 from 10 – 12 there will be an 

educational session on composting and winterizing your garden held at the future site of the Ewing Senior Center 

Demonstration Garden.  Participants were asked to bring a gift of some compostable materials for the pile.  

The next meeting date was announced - Wednesday, November 14
th

 from 7 – 9 p.m. at the ESCC Boardroom.    The results 

of the survey and group discussion would be shown so that we could begin to plan an agenda.   

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

Submitted by 

Joanne Mullowney 

October 19, 2012 
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