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EWING COMMUNITY GARDENS 

January 16, 2013 

Minutes 

The January meeting of the Ewing Community Gardens was called to order by Joanne Mullowney at 7:00 p.m.  

Present were: 

Mary Jane Leach  

Charlie McDonough 

Joanne Mullowney 

Lisa Feldman 

Cathie Swango 

Stacy Svendor-Papp 

Beverly Papp 

Joe Murphy 

April Sabo 

Peter Boughton 

Larissa Sawicki 

David Ensminger 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Joanne started off the meeting asking for brief introductions from each attendee.  Attendees briefly introduced 

themselves, giving their gardening experience, including whether they already garden at the Whitehead Road 

Extension location, and reasons for attending the meeting. 

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY 
Mary Jane talked about Sustainable Jersey.  Most attendees had not heard about it.  She talked about the 

organization and its mission and the role of the Green Team in attempting to accomplish its objectives and achieve 

SJ certification.  She also talked about the role of the Ewing Community Gardens as a Green Team subcommittee. 

She encouraged attendees to attend the Green Team meetings and help Ewing Go Green. 

GROUP DISCUSSION 
Mary Jane passed around reading materials on vegetable gardening for attendees to look at during the discussion.  

Several attendees were community gardeners at Whitehead Road last year.  They were asked what the rules were 

last year there and how registration for plots was setup.  April said that she saw a newspaper notice and called the 

Township and was told to come in to register for a plot on April 16
th

, which seemed a bit late to us.  Dave 

remembered getting his plots in March.  Charlie said that plot holders for the previous year receive first 

consideration.  Stacy was hoping that participation in this committee would insure that team members would 

definitely get a plot.  She also wanted to know if a person who has multiple plots one year is guaranteed the same 

even if there is a waiting list.  We would need to find out.  It was suggested that applicants for plots be ranked in 

the following order if there are more plot applicants than plots: 

1. Prior plot holders 

2. Community garden committee members  

3. New registrants from the public 

Stacy made a motion that the committee write a letter from the committee requesting the above prioritization of 

plot registrants and submit it to the Township.  Pete seconded the motion.  [No one volunteered or was assigned 

to write the letter.  This will need follow up at the next meeting.] 
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WHITEHEAD ROAD EXPANSION 

It was shared that the Township’s Business Administrator Jim MacManimon has agreed to remove the trees in the 

treed area next to the current gardens.  Dave suggested that we could expand the gardens to the west of the 

current gardens rather than move the trees.  Access to the gardens from the parking lot of the business next to the 

gardens has not been a problem and would probably work for a westward expansion.  A discussion on moving the 

trees ensued.  They would need to be tagged and identified.  We need to think of areas in the Township that could 

use more trees.  We also discussed giving extras away to residents.  Chris Olsen, a Township employee, was named 

as our local tree expert for tagging and identification. 

RULES AND PUBLICITY 

A long discussion about rules at the community gardens ensued after Charlie suggested the necessity of rules.  

There appear to be none at the site and no kind of organization of the gardeners.  It was agreed that it would be 

hard to make rules without the input from the current gardeners.  But it was felt that not many people know about 

our group.  Mary Jane suggested that the township advertise signups for a plot at one of our monthly meetings.  

That way we would get current gardeners to attend and solicit their feedback and participation in setting up some 

basic rules.  Members did suggest that it is difficult to find out about our committee and meetings.  We need to 

publicize our meetings in the local papers better.  We have most likely missed the deadline for the Ewing Observer 

for February, but should try any way to put in a notice of our meetings in the community calendar.  We should also 

attempt to publicize in the Trenton Times and Trentonian. 

The current condition of the gardens was discussed.  Joanne and Mary Jane who had both visited the site this week 

felt that it was not left in good condition.  Piles of weeds and gardening junk were left lying around.  Hoses, fence 

posts, fences, bags of peat moss… were left on site.  The site was overrun with weeds.  Some prior year plot 

holders had requested a garden on the other side of town, but Joanne and Mary Jane both felt that local residents 

there would rightfully not be receptive to that when the plots are not well maintained.  Charlie felt that in addition 

to the nominal $5 fee that the Township charges for a plot a refundable deposit should be held to insure that 

gardeners clean up at the end of the season.  No one felt that taxpayer monies should be used for cleanup.  

Gardeners should definitely have to clean up their plots at the end of each season.  It was suggested that 

gardeners who don’t clean up at the end of the season should lose their deposit and also lose their priority for the 

next year.  It was also suggested that gardeners who don’t keep up with their plots lose them during the current 

season. 

There was also interest in year round gardening at the site.  Some users would like to grow garlic and other crops 

that overwinter.  This is an issue if the Township rototills every year.  No one knew if you are required to have you 

plot tilled of if you can ask not to. 

April brought up the condition of the pathways between the gardens.  They were seriously overgrown with weeds 

that were quite tall.  More regular maintenance is required.  She and Dave both did path maintenance during the 

past season but more was needed.  Charlie suggested creating wood chip paths since, after Hurricane Sandy, the 

Township has a surplus of wood chips. Clean up and weeding are big issues that need to be addressed.  Joe had a 

phone call with Jim MacManimon during the meeting who said that the trees would definitely be moved and that 

the Township would provide stone for the paths.  He said that he was going to meet with Jim tomorrow about the 

gardens and put in our requests.  One major request was an additional source of water.  The one faucet would not 

be sufficient for the larger gardens.  Bill Erney would probably be the person who would know more about the 
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water line, where it comes in, who pays for it and if we could get another one.   Joanne mentioned asking the 

Township for the fence from the tennis courts if it is not going to be used elsewhere. 

It was agreed that all attendees interested in gardening were interested in gardening organically.  We would prefer 

to be in a section by ourselves away from those with the pesticide and herbicides.  April would be willing to move 

to get away from any non-organic neighbors.  MJ said we would need to determine was organic improvement are 

allowed.  We would also like to do 3 Season gardening in our plots.  Joanne would prefer no till after the initial 

garden setup in order to maintain the soil structure.  Attendees would also be willing to contribute to a Community 

Gardens Committee demonstration herb garden that we would like to ask for. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Lisa notified the group of a volunteer and learning opportunity available on Monday, Martin Luther King Day.  It 

will be at the Gandhi Garden at 223 East Hanover Street in Trenton.   The day long cleanup project will begin at 8 

a.m. and be run by Isles.   

FOLLOW UP NEEDED 
Mary Jane asked if a small group of members would be willing to work on some possible proposed rules.  We could 

put up a kiosk with the rues that were agreed upon so that all gardeners would be aware of them.  Perhaps 

gardeners should have to sign off that they have read the rules and agreed to follow them in order to get a plot… 

It was agreed that we would send a copy of some very simple Community Gardening Association rules for 

attendees to think about via email along with the meeting minutes and the new website link so all would have 

access to the calendar.    We also felt that we should meet in two weeks – January 30
th

 in order to get work on 

rules completed in time for the gardening signups.  Joanne will see if a room is available at that time and let people 

know in the email. 

SUMMARY 
The following were the major points covered during the meeting: 

 The overall discussion was on the state of the Whitehead Gardens and gardening opportunities for 

newcomers there this season.   

 The condition of the gardens and the need for rules was also a main topic of conversation. 

 The need for better publicity and better notification of community garden committee members was 

noted. 

  Willingness to work as a group and to maintain organic standards away from other gardens was agreed 

upon. 

 A volunteer opportunity was suggested. 

 Sustainable Jersey and the Ewing Green Team were introduced.  

It was agreed that an additional meeting between the regular monthly meetings was needed in order to work on 

the rules and complete our suggestions in a timely manner.  The date would be - Wednesday, January 30
th

 at 7 at 

the ESCC if we can get a room.    Attendees will be notified via email about the meeting.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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Submitted by 

Joanne Mullowney 

January 16, 2013    


