
EWING Community Gardens 

GROWING A GREENER/HEALTHIER EWING 

 

Monthly Meeting Minutes from February 20, 2013 

The February meeting of the Ewing Community Gardens was called to order by Mary Jane Leach at 7:00 p.m.  

Present were:  

Mary Jane Leach 

Joanne Mullowney 

Stacy Svendor-Papp 

Beverly Papp 

April Sabo 

David Ensminger 

Lisa Feldman 

Bob Brezak 

Frank Haines 

Charles Green 

Jim Lodge 

Wendy Lodge 

Jennifer Keyes Maloney 

Beth Brasor 

INTRODUCTION 
Attendees went around the room and introduced themselves to the group.  Joanne and Mary Jane talked 

about the Ewing Green Team, its mission and how the Ewing Community Gardens fit in with that mission.  This 

included a very brief overview of Sustainable Jersey.  Attendees were encouraged to go to 

sustainablejersey.com to find out more information about the program and how municipalities in New Jersey 

can adopt sustainable measures in their communities and become certified. 

AGENDA ITEMS 

FENCING 

Mary Jane and Joanne gave a status report of the Whitehead Road Extension Garden expansion.  They had met 

with Jim MacManimon, the Township Business Administrator regarding a number of gardening issues.  They 

also met with Township staff, Nibby Jones and Chris Olsen at the gardens on Tuesday, Feb 19th to layout the 

borders for the site fencing for the expanded garden.  An area of approximately 160 x 300 feet was outlined.  

This would include (most) of the area that is included in the current gardens and the expanded section which 

would include the area where the trees are currently located.  Now that the dimensions of the fence have 

been outlined the Township will be able to request proposals for fencing contracts and then see if the cost can 

fit within this year’s budget. 

TREE REMOVAL AND GARDEN EXPANSION 

MJ and Joanne also reported that the trees will definitely be removed and that the expansion will proceed with 

or without the fence.  The treed area may need another season to be ready for planting but we will work on 

readying it this season.   Attendees asked what was going to happen to the trees.  MJ and Joanne reported that 

the trees had originally been planted as a tree farm to be used by the Township for nursery stock.  However, 

the trees were planted much too close together and it is not possible to dig them out and separate them as we 

had originally hoped.   

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/
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SIGN UPS 

As requested, sign ups have been set for March 1st for returning gardeners and March 15th for new applicants.  

Returning gardeners will have rights to keep their plots from last year.  Attendees were asked to let all of their 

gardening neighbors and acquaintances know about the sign ups.  An ad announcing the application period 

will appear in the March issue of the Ewing Observer.  Opening of the gardens will be weather dependent, but 

not until after March 23rd.   

CLEAN UP DAY  

A Clean Up day on Saturday, March 23rd (weather permitting) was announced.  We will have 15 – 20 TCNJ 

student volunteers from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. for site clean-up.  Workers will be removing all debris and planting aids 

from the area so that the Township can till it and lay out the plots afterwards.  They will set aside the Township 

stakes and materials from gardeners which are obviously reusable if they are still at the site that day.  The rest 

will be tossed.   It was recommended that returning gardeners come to the site beforehand and remove any 

personal items left from last year.  We also hope to mulch the site pathways with wood chips supplied by the 

Township after the cleanup that day.  Gardeners are encouraged to participate.   We could use a couple more 

people to be team leaders on that day.   

WATER 

Joanne reported that the Mayor had announced at the last Green Team meeting that an additional water 

source would be located in the new section of the garden.  This was discussed and agreed upon at the Tuesday 

morning meeting at the garden site with Township staff.  We used the garden site Excel map to show 

gardeners where the new water source will be. 

ORGANIC SECTION 

Mary Jane and Joanne also announced that the new section of the garden would follow organic gardening 

practices as agreed upon in our meeting with the Township Business Administrator.  It was also agreed that we 

should spell out exactly what this means in terms of gardening practices.  Jen Keyes Maloney suggested that 

we check out the USDA standards which list certified organic sprays. 

DEMONSTRATION GARDENS 

The Township has graciously granted the Community Gardens Organization 2 free plots to use for educational 

outreach.  

REGULAR WEEKLY VEGETABLE DONATIONS  

Joanne announced that as per the interest expressed at the January 30th meeting, she inquired at the Mercer 

Street Friends about a regular weekly vegetable donation program.  They would be delighted to accept our 

produce and produce can be dropped off or a pickup can be arranged.  They do have refrigeration facilities to 

store the produce.  A tour of the facility can be arranged.    

Members can decide how they want to set this up in the coming months – planting an extra row for the 

hungry, using one of the demonstration plots for this effort, even binging in extra produce from home garden 
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plots.  We can work more on setting this up closer to the start of the season.  It was also suggested that we 

could also drop off extra produce at the Senior Center on Hollowbrook Drive.  A volunteer to head this project 

was requested. 

DISCUSSION/REQUESTS FROM THE PARTICIPANTS 

 Participants requested that members of the mailing list be emailed about the registration date.   

 Some additional discussion about the value of “rules” that would be beneficial to the maintenance of the 

site.  Joanne requested volunteers join her to work on them.  It was noted that at this point they would not 

have any regulatory force but simply be a set of guidelines for maintaining neighborly relations at the site.  

At the end of the season we would know what will be needed to work at our site and can see about setting 

up a more formalized set of rules by ordinance.  Charles Green was concerned about toothless guidelines.  

The problem of how to and who will enforce these guidelines will need to be answered.  MJ and Joanne 

encouraged attendees to get involved in an organizational structure that will help guide the future of the 

site.  One suggested rule – don’t plant in the paths.   

 Other request by gardeners included the porta john (mentioned at the last meeting) and Wendy Lodge 

requested garbage pickup.  Joanne and MJ said that that is on the agenda but that they were 

concentrating on the major issues first.   

 Regarding trash, it was suggested that we wanted to set up compost piles at the site.  That would lessen 

some of the materials to be packed out.  We could get manure from the horse farm on Cold Soil Rd or the 

Mercer County Horse Farm.  Charles Green suggested that horse manure, even well composted, is not the 

best for garden use.  Cow manure would be better.  He suggested that we try the prison – Jones farm – to 

see if we can obtain any cow manure from them.  We will have to be very careful about insuring that we 

generate enough heat to kill any weed seeds in the compost.   

 Another item that was noted was that the erection of the fence around the site perimeter will impact the 

first row of plots closest to the road.  It will not be possible to install the fence closer than +/- 21’ from the 

curb.  This is because there is a telephone pole about 10’ feet from the curb which had a guidewire that 

went about another 10 or so feet beyond.  Beyond the guideline is the closest that the fence can be 

erected to the road.  This will definitely impact the first row of plots.  Rather than moving all plots back 

further from the road, it was felt best that the first row simply be eliminated.  Those plot holders should be 

offered a plot in another location in the site.  While the group was sympathetic to gardeners who don’t 

want to lose their plot from last year, they felt that the benefits of the fence for all gardeners outweighed 

the loss of the first row.   

 Another note about the fence.  The Township will be pricing it out, but whether or not it can be fit into the 

current budget is uncertain.  Jen Keyes Maloney suggested that members of the group attend the Council 

meeting when it will be addressed.  Showing up in a group and speaking out about it will have an impact.  

She will notify the Green Team leaders who can then email members so that they can attend.  It was also 

suggested that we will need to have a backup plan in case the Township cannot fit the fence into this 

year’s budget.  We may have to do a fundraising effort ourselves such as the buy a panel suggestion made 

by Jen earlier.  She has also not gotten an answer about our donation request from the Lions. 

 Mr. Green suggested that we set up a fun and friendly competition amongst the gardeners.  Awards could 

be set and voted upon by the group for a number of different categories – the most volunteer hours, the 

biggest donation of produce to the Mercer Street Friends, and other suggestions would be welcome.  This 
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could be great fun and needs to be set up by the group at the start of the gardening season.  One benefit 

of this would be to encourage better maintenance of the plots. 

 Joanne requested volunteers to help come up with the guidelines sheet to hand out to registrants.  We 

have a tight deadline of March 1st when registration begins.  Wendy Lodge and Stacy Svendor Papp 

volunteered.     

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 TCNJ Environmental Film Festival dates and films were announced and attendees were encouraged to 

attend.  PlanEAt will be shown on Monday, February 25th and Crude Impact on March 25th, both at 7:30 

p.m. in the New Education Building Room 115 at TCNJ. 

 The Living Local Expo, a Green Fair run by Sustainable Lawrence, the Ewing Green Team and the Hopewell 

Green Team will be held on March 23rd from 11 – 4 at Lawrence High School. 

 Reminder of the Site Clean Up date on March 23rd from 8 – 4.   

 The next monthly meeting of the Ewing Community Gardens will be on Wednesday, March 20th from 7 – 9 

p.m. at the ESCC    

GROUP DISCUSSION 
Mary Jane led a discussion on seed starting and making your own potting soil.    She brought props and a nice 

discussion followed. 

SUMMARY 
The following were the major points covered during the meeting: 

 Status of Whitehead Road Extension improvements.  

 Further discussion about written guidelines to be handed out with registrations and volunteers to 

write them up were requested. 

 Additional requests for site improvements were suggested – trash and porta johns. 

 Friendly competition with awards suggestion. 

 Maintain good communication.  Email mailing list about the sign up dates of March 1st and 15th, as well 

as the film festival reminder. 

 Announcements of interest to attendees.  

 Seed starting and potting soil discussion. 

The next monthly meeting date was announced - Wednesday, March 20th at 7 at the ESCC.    Attendees will be 

notified via email about the meeting.  

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 

Submitted by 

Joanne Mullowney 

February 20, 2013    

 


