
EWING Community Gardens 

GROWING A GREENER/HEALTHIER EWING 

 
 

Ewingcommunitygardens.wordpress.com                                       Contact us: ewingcommunitygardens@gmail.com 
Monthly Meetings at Ewing Senior and Community Center, 999 Lower Ferry Road, Ewing, NJ 08618 3rd Wednesday of each month 

 
The April meeting of the Ewing Community Gardens was called to order by Mary Jane Leach on April 17, 

2013 at 7:00 p.m. 

Present Were: 
Mary Jane Leach 

Joanne Mullowney 

Beverly Papp 

Stacy Svendor Papp 

Terry Delahanty 

Pete Boughton 

Chiffon Young 

Charles L. Green 

Charlie McDonough 

Lisa Feldman 

Joe Murphy 

 

Introductions: 
Mary Jane introduced herself, the Ewing Green Team and Sustainable Jersey and the gathering 

launched into a discussion of current concerns at the garden. 

The Site Fence 
The Gardeners were most please to learn from Green Team members that we had just heard from 

Councilwoman Jennifer Keyes-Maloney that the Ewing Council approved the capital appropriation for 

the community gardens fencing on April 10th.   We have just received this update and have no additional 

information at this time.  I.e. we do not know how soon it will be installed.  

Logistics Questions 
Numerous questions arose about site logistics after the fence installation.  How many gates would there 

be?   How accessible would the site now be for bringing materials in?  Gardeners wondered if we could 

get a right of way from the company next door to use their parking lot to access the back of the gardens.  

In years past, with no fence, gardeners drove their vehicles to the back of the gardens on the lawn to 

unload mulch, tools, and more. 
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The gardeners also asked for an updated copy of the site map.  Joanne said that she would get a copy 

from the Township Clerk, Kim Macellaro, and post a detailed version of it to the Community Gardens 

website.   

We also discussed seeding the fallow plot with red clover and perhaps plant winter wheat in the fall.  

The timing was important.  Charles know some farmers and he can ask to see how much it would cost to 

deep plow it. 

Charlie McDonough brought up the question of manure and securing a source.  Perhaps Jones Farm 

would be a resource.  And Charles has a source in PA.   

The subject of trellis was brought up.  April Sabo said that she has bamboo, as did another gardener. 

Joanne has been looking for free picnic tables on FreeCycle for the gardens.  It was suggested that we 

ask Ted Forst, Township Director of Community Affairs and Recreation to see if he has any extra from 

the Township that are available. 

It was also suggested that we plant thorny berry plants around the site perimeter as a further deer 

deterrent.  Blackberries might be a good choice. 

It would be nice to have a sign for the gardens and it was suggested that the Eagle Scouts make one.  

Rich Raike from the Green Team could possibly oversee this project. 

Parking Lot 
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Demonstration garden 
The Green Team and Community Gardens demonstration garden was discussed and it was determined 

that it would be an herb garden.  The group also launched into a discussion of lasagna gardening and it 

was thought that the extra Demonstration Plot could be used to demonstrate this methodology for 

starting a bed.  

Signups  
Just an FYI, as of Monday, April 8th, there were only 4 plots left in the old section of the gardens.  All of 

the new plots that are available for this year have been taken. 

Volunteer Day 
We are planning another Volunteer Day at the gardens.  It is set for Saturday, April 20th from 9 – noon 

or so.  The presence and assistance of any and all gardeners would be greatly appreciated.  We still have 

a lot of wood chips to move for the paths and we need to get some of the piles out of the way for the 

fence installation.  We can still use newspaper (not glossy pages) and cardboard to suppress the growth 

under the wood chips so bring what you can.  Lisa said that she has lots of cardboard for the paths. 

Notice 
Save the date!  The Master Gardeners of Mercer County will be holding its annual Plant Expo and 

Garden Market on Saturday, May 4th at the Mercer Educational Gardens from 9 am – 2 pm.  Perennials, 

herbs, tomatoes and native plants will be offered for sale. 

The gardeners were also notified that Barbara J. Bromley, Mercer County Horticulturalist, was 

tentatively scheduled to speak at the May meeting.  The event still needed to firmed up but it was 

thought that the discussion would be about soil building and other topics of interest to community 

gardeners.  Joanne would send out an email blast before the next meeting to everyone on the Green 

Team list to let them know about the event and the gardeners were encouraged to get the word out. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Joanne Mullowney 


